Yukon Screen Media
PRIMER

A high value, high-ROI sector, Yukon’s media production industry is on a strong
growth trajectory. This small but mighty sector annually contributes an estimated
$8 million to the Yukon economy. One-third of Yukon production companies
are over 10 years old. Creating about 86 full-time private sector jobs, the industry
generates over $400,000 in tax revenue for Yukon.
Screen media is a skill-intensive entrepreneurial sector and almost half of film and
TV expenditures are devoted to local labour. Steadily rising expenditures indicate
that the sector is supporting more employment, generating higher tax revenue,
and increasing its contribution to Yukon’s GDP. Much of this growth can be
attributed to increases in resident production, which generates wealth through
the creation and distribution of IP.

Sector Profile
Yukon media production includes economic activity generated by businesses
engaged in four areas:


Domestic (Yukon-based) Film and TV Production
is the creation of original commissioned content
by Yukon production companies, alone or in
co-production. Domestic production involves
teams of creative and skilled individuals who
produce and distribute intellectual property.
Yukon-owned productions include feature films,
TV series and documentaries that often tell
Yukon stories.



Location and Service Production is comprised
of films, TV and commercials filmed in Yukon
by Canadian and foreign producers with the
involvement of Yukon service producers and crew.
A diverse landscape known for wilderness,
natural features and small communities, connected
by modern infrastructure, help make Yukon a
desirable filming destination.



Commercial Production is client-driven video
and digital content production typically
associated with advertising, government
contracts and related business activity.
Though commercial production accounts for
a smaller portion of the sector, it offers higher
rates, diversifies employment opportunities,
and helps build sustainable businesses.
Hiring local producers builds the quality and
availability of local services and substitutes
for imported services.



Operations of Production Companies describes
ongoing business activities that generate an
economic contribution. Yukon production
companies develop new projects and they
market and distribute existing content. Yukon’s
local industry is very collaborative, and many
producers, filmmakers, suppliers and crew
work together in different capacities.

In 2017 the media
production sector:
 contributed $7.3 million

to the territorial economy

 supported 86 full-time jobs
 generated over $400,000
in tax

Pillar of the
Cultural Economy
Yukon-specific data is sparse but national research
demonstrates the predominant role of screen
media in the creative and cultural economy.
In 2017 Statistics Canada estimated the direct
economic impact of cultural industries in Canada
to be $53.1 billion. Screen media (film, TV, video
production, games) accounts for over one-third
of Canada’s cultural GDP and one-quarter of
all cultural employment. The sector far outsizes
the other creative and cultural industries that
include visual and applied arts, performing arts,
publishing and music.

The screen-based industries – film, television,
digital — are a growing part of Yukon’s creative and
knowledge-based economy. Our sector is reliant
on human capital and innovation: well-educated
and skilled individuals often working in teams using
their creativity, imagination, knowledge and expertise
to produce intellectual property. IP is at the heart
of wealth generation and can be exploited globally.

Screen media far outsizes
the other creative and cultural
industries that include visual and
applied arts, performing arts,
publishing and music.

Return On
Investment

Screen Media
Sector Benefits

Like other competitive jurisdictions, Yukon offers
incentives in the form of production funding and
location rebates. Incentive programs provide a
significant return on investment in the form of job
creation and economic impacts. Yukon’s supportive
and consistent public policy environment is key
to the sector’s success.

The media production sector is an environmentally
friendly industry that supports regional development,
attracts visitors, employs Yukoners and helps
diversify the economy. Industry creatives and
professionals own property and infrastructure,
hire people, raise families, pay taxes and volunteer.
In the Yukon, media production intersects with the
tourism sector (services such as accommodation
and transportation), the tech sector (post-production
activities such as visual effects, sound and digital
services), and the cultural sector (music, arts and
heritage, storytelling, community events).

$1 dollar
more than $4.

For every
invested
by Yukon, local industry attracts

The return on investment (ROI) of the Yukon screen
industry relative to government incentives is
impressive. SPYA estimates that for every $1 dollar
invested by Yukon, industry attracts more than
$4 to the territory. The economic spin-off benefits
of the industry help build many other industries,
including technology, tourism, hospitality, service,
rentals and retail.
The Northern Incentive program created by the
Canada Media Fund has been a strong catalyst
for growth in Yukon production. Bolstered by
early support from Yukon Media Development,
the relationship between CMF and Northwestel
Community TV is translating into development
and production financing for dozens of high-quality
Yukon productions.
Since 2014, Northwestel Community TV has supported
over 70 film and TV projects led by Yukon producers.
These Yukon productions have attracted over
$4.5 million from the Canada Media Fund alone,
plus investments by broadcasters, funders and
distributors. Shot in the Yukon in 2021, Polaris marked
the first-ever territorial co-production and the largest
Yukon-produced feature film to date.

Yukon producers have attracted
to the territory
from the
.

over $4.5 million
Canada Media Fund

The industry is closely associated with other benefits
including screen tourism, sociocultural impacts and
the creative economy. These benefits are significant
but less easily quantified. When audiences see
Yukon stories and locations through entertainment
experiences, it has a significant effect on destination
awareness and tourism. The work of local commercial producers promotes and showcases the diversity
of Yukon sectors and talents to their export markets.
The industry also plays an important role in helping
shape identity and pride of place. In the North,
screen media helps amplify indigenous voices,
small communities and regional issues. The sector
positively positions Yukon stories and counteracts
negative or limiting stereotypes about Yukon.
Film and TV is also a powerful driver of activity in
other creative sectors, including publishing, writing,
music and the performing arts.

Yukon’s screen media sector anchors
the
and generates valuable benefits
including attracting visitors,
promoting Yukon talent and
exports, and
and

cultural economy

shaping identity
pride of place.

Yukon’s Industry Association
Screen Production Yukon Association (SPYA)
supports, develops and celebrates Yukon’s screen
media industry. We advocate on behalf of our
members and provide a broad range of professional
development opportunities for producers and all
above and below-the-line crew members.
It’s a challenge to represent the needs of a diverse,
developing industry in this unique place with its
range of capacity and talent. In larger jurisdictions
our membership would be represented by various
unions, guilds, chambers of commerce, producer
groups, genre-specific organizations, cooperatives,
collectives, rental outfits and more — but this is
the Yukon, and SPYA is the home for everyone who
works in screen media production.

SPYA’s diverse board includes

film and TV producers, commercial
producers, a broadcaster, a composer
and a location manager.

SPYA is led by a volunteer board of directors and a
part-time executive director who focus on concrete
ways to support our members to build businesses
and skills and strategically develop our industry.
We maintain excellent relationships with our partners,
advocating for stronger programs and resources
to promote and build the industry.
Core activities include:



SPYA develops and delivers timely, relevant
industry training and mentorship programs.



SPYA maintains a professional grip and electrics
package that supports local and incoming
productions.



SPYA keeps our industry connected through
regular newsletters and member communications.



SPYA celebrates members and their successes,
hosts industry events and creates networking
opportunities.



SPYA website is the recognized hub for finding
Yukon screen media professionals.

About Our Members
The people who work in screen media are independent, entrepreneurial,
adaptable and feisty and they are creating and contributing to a diverse
body of work. SPYA members are involved in producing, creating and
servicing feature films, commercial videos, documentaries, series,
film festivals, music videos, animations, short films, and digital
productions across all genres.

Data Sources
Yukon Media Development:
Economic Impact Analysis
of the Media Production
Industry in Yukon,
Nordicity, 2019
Yukon Media Development:
Annual Reports 2004 to 2020



Producers in films, TV and digital



Crew including camera, actors, makeup and hair, wardrobe, craft
services, grip, location managers, production assistants, props,
sound recordists and more



Key creatives including writers, directors, composers, editors,
directors of photography, production designers, animators and more



Post-production including studios, picture editing, sound design,
mixing, visual effects, sound recording, animation and more

Northwestel Community TV,
2021



Commercial producers and videographers



Digital developers of websites, games, virtual reality, apps and more



Support services including transportation, equipment rentals,
accommodation, lawyers, accountants, graphic designers,
musicians, photographers and more.
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